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Environmental Literacy Assessment Tool : GGE

DRAFT 

Intro (tbw)

All items to be formatted later 

General Knowledge Awareness

Have you heard of “global warming” or “global climate change”? Yes/No 

Which statement best describes what global climate change means to you.? 

Overall the world will become uniformly warmer



(
Rhode Island will have a climate more like Virginia in the next 100 years. 
(
Some parts of the world will see dangerous changes in climate

(



The following are signs global warming? (T/F)

Sea Level Rise 
(



Need for air conditioning
(
Flooding in coastal areas 
(
Salt in drinking water 
 
(
More Disease 

( 

Extreme weather swings
(
Damage to local crops

(
Earthquakes


(
How serious do you think global warming is to RI 

Very serious   
 (


Somewhat
 (
  

Not serious
 (
How would New England be most effected by global warming. (Check all that are T) 

Temperatures 

(
Forests
 

(
Local industry   

(
Tourism


(
Health 


(
True or False 

· Most of the problems of global warming come from natural changes in the earth. 

· The greenhouse effect is caused by the ozone hole. 

· The air quality in RI has improved over the last 10 years.

· The major cause of air pollution in Rhode Island is industry.

More Science –based knowledge  

(All T/F ) 

· As gases like carbon dioxide (CO2) continue to accumulate in the atmosphere, the world will become uniformly warmer. T/F

· Gases like Carbon dioxide (CO2) are accumulating in the atmosphere and this will change the climate in the same way everywhere on earth. T/F

Solutions

 (Self-efficacy)
(NOT TO REVIEWERS – In addition to individual self efficacy – which do we ask about – RI, Northeast’s abilities, or US abilities – can only include 1 entity other than individual) 
Response Format

1 = Not at all true   2 = Hardly true   3 = Moderately true   4 = Exactly true

I can always manage to solve difficult problems if I try hard enough. 


Thanks to my resourcefulness, I know how to handle unforeseen situations. 

I can solve most problems if I invest the necessary effort. 
When I am confronted with a problem, I can usually find several solutions. 

The US can solve environmental problems when they try.
RI can have an impact on regional climate change.

If I am in trouble, I can usually think of a solution.
The US can find solutions to global climate change.  


There’s not much I personally can do to solve global warming.

Trust 

· Please indicate how much, on average, you trust people from each the following professions. (Please circle one number for each item using the following scale.)
	No Trust
	Minimal Trust
	Some Trust
	Moderate Trust
	A lot of Trust
	Complete Trust
	
	Don't Know/ NA

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	
	0


	· Doctors
	1      2      3      4      5      6          0

	· Business executives
	1      2      3      4      5      6          0

	· Environmentalists
	1      2      3      4      5      6          0

	· 
	

	
	

	· Lawyers
	1      2      3      4      5      6          0

	· Journalists
	1      2      3      4      5      6          0

	· Teachers
	1      2      3      4      5      6          0

	· Clergy
	1      2      3      4      5      6          0

	· Scientists
	1      2      3      4      5      6          0

	· Politicians

· State agencies 
	1      2      3      4      5      6          0


(Collective Solutions)

T/F

· Reducing use of fossil fuels is the primary solution to gcc. 

· Addressing climate change will result economic hardship for the US economy
· Addressing climate change could have positive economic benefits for the US
· Addressing climate change could have help increase energy efficiency and decreasing the nation's reliance on foreign petroleum.
· The greenhouses gases from the US have a great impact on the environments of other countries. 
· Vehicle efficiency be regulated by the government so that low efficiencies cars are taxed according to their impact on the environment?

(Civic Engagement Scale)

· Would you say that you are well-informed about local issues?

a) Yes
b) No

d) Don't Know
· Do you feel you can influence decisions that affect your neighborhood?

a) Yes
b) No
c) Don't Know

· Do you feel you can influence decisions that affect your neighborhood?

a) Yes
b) No
c) Don't Know
· Have you ever been involved in a local organization? (e.g., parent/ teacher, school, religious, environmental, resident or tenant, local government, local branches of national organizations …)

a) Yes

b) No

If yes, have you had any responsibilities in this (these) organization(s), such as being a committee member, raising funds, organizing events or doing administrative or clerical work?

a) Yes
b) No
Have you ever taken any of the following actions in an attempt to solve a local problem? (Y/N)

a) Written to a local newspaper or called

    a radio program

b) Contacted a local government official

     to deal with the problem

c) Contacted an appropriate organisation 

     to deal with the problem

d) Attended a protest meeting or 

    joined an action group

· Please indicate to what extent you disagree or agree with each of the following statements. (Please circle one number for each item using the following scale.)
	Strongly Disagree
	Disagree
	Mildly Disagree
	Mildly Agree
	Agree
	Strongly Agree
	
	Don't Know/ NA

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	
	0


	· Local media (e.g., print, radio, TV) are reliable sources of information about environmental issues.
	1      2      3      4      5      6          0

	· By working together, people in my neighborhood can influence decisions that affect the environment in RI

· By working together, people in my neighborhood can influence decisions that affect the environment around the world


	1      2      3      4      5      6          0




(Behaviors)

In the past year or so, have you done the following activities?

Please check all that apply.

a.) Bought products with reusable or recyclable packaging ____

b.) Recycled newspaper, glass, cardboard, and metal_____

c.) Left your car at home at least once a week_____

d.) Replaced standard light bulbs with compact fluorescents____

e.) Tuned up your furnace and/or added insulation to your home____

f.)  Replaced a shower head with a low-flow head____

g.) Purchased products with an Energy Star® label____

h.) Planted a tree____

i.) Used a clothesline instead of a dryer____

j.) Used biodiesel fuel in your automobile____

And finally, a few general questions about you.
Please indicate:  Male ___     Female_____   Your age: ______

Your occupation:______________________________

What city / town do you live in?____________________

How many high school and college-level science and math classes have you taken? 


a.) 9 or more


b.) 6-8


c.) 5 or less

Education level
 - highest grade completed 

6th grade 

8th grade 


High School or GED

Some college


College grad 


Post grad 

Hours on an average day spent watching television.
